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S2
Methods
Extraction and gas chromatography-mass spectroscopy
The extracts were analyzed on a gas chromatography-mass spectroscopy instrument The linearity of the six-point curve was evaluated during the validation of the analytical method, but due to time consumption considerations and to maintain a high throughput production, the quantification was based on a single mid-point calibration.
Quality Assurance/Quality Control of PCB Analyses
Determination of analytical uncertainties found in adipose samples is crucial for the interpretation of data. In this study, each batch consisted of 16 samples, one calibration standard, one procedural blank and one sample of internal reference material. The internal reference material was cod liver oil containing all organochlorines analyzed, and was provided by the National usually by a combination of robust statistics and the use of data from expert laboratories. Where a determinant was present at low concentration and no assigned value could be set, the concentrations were given as indicative values. The z-scores were determined for each compound and when the zscore was less than 2, the determinant was considered satisfactory. If the z-score was between 2 and 3, the determinant was considered questionable and if it was greater than 3, the determinant was unsatisfactory. Results of the inter-comparison exercises mentioned for our laboratory were all deemed satisfactory (the best score). the lowest exposure category if the LOD for the actual sample was below the 25th percentile (i.e., the cutoff point between the two lower exposure categories) because only these belonged for certain to the lowest exposure category).
S4
The same samples were included in the linear analyses. A separate dummy 'exposure' variable for the rest of the nondetects with LOD => 25 th percentile was included.
# Linear estimate per inter-quartile range based on pesticide concentration analyzed as a continuous variable in a linear model. A separate dummy 'exposure' variable for the rest of the non-detects with LOD => 25 th percentile was included.
